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Lendscaping in the new
courtyard at Gorrie Middla
Bchool in La (irange i begin-
ning to take shape, thapks
to the efforts of the scheol’s
Green Team, a club of enwi-
reumentally conscions stu-
denta.

Club members wore much
more brown than green dur
ing a manddy day of construce
tion in eavly November to
build a path of brick pavers
and four raised beds sur
rounded by heavy landscape
bloclks.

“In the spring, we'll he
planting our own salsa garden
With peppers, onions, toma-
toes and herbs” =aid cighth-
grade Hnglish teacher Steve
Driseoll, » club co-spounsor,
“The whole idea is o be sus-
tainable, to use what we have,
breparve our own food and eat
healihy”

About 85 Gurrie vohmteers
Jolned to haul 19 tons of stone
and gravel from a paridng lot
over a three-day span into the
courtyard created by the ad-
ditton of & second gym during
the summer Materials were
purchased by a grant . from
Siemens Industry Ine, which
provided design' and engi-
neering work on the gym znd
other consirnction projects
I La Grange-Countryside El-
ementary District 105,

Practical know-how for the
project came from the chib’s
other sponsor, seventh-grade
soience teacher Matt Eigel,
wie owned a landseape com-
pany for seven years hefore
Joining Gurries Facully,

The landscaping project
appealed o student vohm-
teers for 2 number of reasons,
allowing ther to contribute 2
variaty of talents.

“Using the pick ax was the
hest part” observed eighth-
grader Colin Bailey of Ia
Grange, “Tused i§ yesterday to
break wp some soil and rocks,

“This is like our biggest
project. It amaring”

A5 3 member of the envi-
roninental eiub last year, Co-
lin remeimbered deing 2 lot of
planning for the andscaping
projeet and taking some field
trips to learn about options.
They visited Northwestern
aind Stevenson High School to
see their green roof and solar
panels.

“This year, it seems to be
happening almost instantly”

he said. “Now that we're do-
ing it, it’s turning out great.”

Classmate Bradley Udziels
from La Grange said he en-
joyed getting dirty and doing
some heavy lifting of land-
scape materials,

‘It fun)” Bradley said.
“We're helping the planet”

Righth-grader Michael
Cummings of La Grange
brought technical expertise
to help record the project’s
progress. He set up a camera
almed out from 2 second-
story classroom to take pho-
tos every 3 seconds over five
hours,

“I thought # would be
tool to put it on a video on
You Tube” Michael said. I
watched yesterday’s prog-
regs, and three hours is con-
densed to a mimme and a
half”

Siemens matehed the Gur-
rie students with 2 team of
Nerthwestern University vel-
unteers, who offered advice
on sustainable projects via
teleconferencas.

“This was a bright group,
very good to work with” said
Joshua Kaplan, z senior in
chemical engineering, one
of four Northwestern vol-
untesrs whoe volled up their
sleeves with the Gurrie stu-
dents.

Lyous Township High
Schoo! sophomore Natalie
Ruffuner from La Grange also
returned to her alma materto
Iug landscape blocks around,
pack down pea gravel for the
wallkways and shovel dirt.

There was a big smile on
Ruffner’s face ae she looked
arcund with satisfaction at
the project taking shape
aveund her. It was a vision
she and her classmates eon-
ceived as eighth-graders,

At Driscolls urging, the
group drafted a business plan
for a sustainable courtyard

garden and presemted it to
the School Board,
‘It was exciting ‘but

nerve-racking  presenting
our speeches to the board?
Ruffner said. The group was
pleased to receive approval
and the Siemens grant,

“It’s really eool to actually
see it happsn,” she said. “Tt’s
fun to see ol the kids being
involved even though they
weren't here when we gtart-
ed,” she said.

In addition to building the
four raised beds, plans call
for planting a pesr tree and
establishing 2 worm com-
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Sophomors Natalic Ruffner from La Grange moves [
garden bads in the new ealiiyars at Guriie Middle Scheol in La &

andscape blocks into place dusing & project Nov. 5 %0 crea

range. Ruifines’s elighth-grade Snglish clgss

Gurrie Middle School sevenil-graders Julie @eﬁmﬁ
Hill and Mihajlo Andrich, all fro

posting bin in March, before
seventh-graders plang veg-
etables in the beds.

“One student told me, T
Jjust ean't wait to walk outside
to the pear tree, grab a pear
and eat it,” Driscoll said.

Students also have ex
pressed interest in cooldng

Jeremial

i La Grange, load thaly
shovels with dirt te fill a raised vegetable garden bed during
a project Nov. 5 at the La Grange scheol's new courtyard. |janz
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demonstrations to use thejr
future produce and in sell-
ing or exhibiting the frults of
thelr labors at area farmers
marlets.

“We want to create a young
generation of humans who are
responsible and want io take
care of the planet” he said,

Matt Eigel, a seventi-grade scionce tnacher oi Gorle Middio
Scheol in La Grange, holds o prol] af londscape fabic AT
a courtyard landscaping project Mov. S 5 the sehosl, | JANE
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